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On March 18, 1937, a spark ignited a vast pool of natural gas that had collected beneath the school building
in New London, a tiny community in East Texas. The resulting explosion leveled the four-year-old structure
and resulted in a death toll of more than three hundred—most of them children. To this day, it is the worst
school disaster in the history of the United States. The tragedy and its aftermath were the first big stories
covered by Walter Cronkite, then a young wire service reporter stationed in Dallas. He would later say that
no war story he ever covered—during World War II or Vietnam—was as heart-wrenching.

In the weeks following the tragedy, a fact-finding committee sought to determine who was to blame. It soon
became apparent that the New London school district had, along with almost all local businesses and
residents, tapped into pipelines carrying unrefined gas from the plentiful oil fields of the area. It was
technically illegal, but natural gas was in abundance in the “Oil Patch.” The jerry-rigged conduits leaked the
odorless “green” gas that would destroy the school.

A long-term effect of the disaster was the shared guilt experienced—for the rest of their lives—by most of
the survivors. There is, perhaps, no better example than Bill Thompson, who was in his fifth grade English
class and “in the mood to flirt” with Billie Sue Hall, who was sitting two seats away. Thompson asked
another girl to trade seats with him. She agreed—and was killed in the explosion, while Thompson and Hall
both survived and lived long lives, never quite coming to terms with their good fortune.

My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School Explosion is a meticulous, candid account by
veteran educator and experienced author Ron Rozelle. Unfolding with the narrative pace of a novel, the story
woven by Rozelle—beginning with the title—combines the anguished words of eyewitnesses with telling
details from the historical and legal record. Released to coincide with the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
New London School disaster, My Boys and Girls Are in There paints an intensely human portrait of this
horrific event.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School
Explosion has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book My Boys and Girls Are in There: The
1937 New London School Explosion is not only giving you far more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School
Explosion. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Rebecca Wheeler:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School Explosion can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Carl Moss:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School Explosion this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.

Rebecca Goza:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London
School Explosion. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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