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Often typecast as a menacing figure, Peter Lorre achieved Hollywood fame first as a featured player and
later as a character actor, trademarking his screen performances with a delicately strung balance between
good and evil. His portrayal of the child murderer in Fritz Lang's masterpiece M (1931) catapulted him to
international fame. Lang said of Lorre: "He gave one of the best performances in film history and certainly
the best in his life." Today, the Hungarian-born actor is also recognized for his riveting performances in The
Man Who Knew Too Much (1934), The Maltese Falcon (1941), and Casablanca (1942). Lorre arrived in
America in 1934 expecting to shed his screen image as a villain. He even tried to lose his signature accent,
but Hollywood repeatedly cast him as an outsider who hinted at things better left unknown. Seeking greater
control over his career, Lorre established his own production company. His unofficial "graylisting" by the
House Committee on Un-American Activities, however, left him with little work. He returned to Germany,
where he co-authored, directed, and starred in the film Der Verlorene (The Lost One) in 1951. German
audiences rejected Lorre's dark vision of their recent past, and the actor returned to America, wearily
accepting roles that parodied his sinister movie personality.The first biography of this major actor, The Lost
One: A Life of Peter Lorre draws upon more than three hundred interviews, including conversations with
directors Fritz Lang, Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, John Huston, Frank Capra, and Rouben Mamoulian,
who speak candidly about Lorre, both the man and the actor. Author Stephen D. Youngkin examines for the
first time Lorre's pivotal relationship with German dramatist Bertolt Brecht, his experience as an émigré
from Hitler's Germany, his battle with drug addiction, and his struggle with the choice between celebrity and
intellectual respectability.Separating the enigmatic person from the persona long associated with one of
classic Hollywood's most recognizable faces, The Lost One is the definitive account of a life triumphant and
yet tragically riddled with many failed possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Dutton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Lost One: A Life of
Peter Lorre book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Roberts:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jamie Norman:

The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Lost One: A Life of Peter
Lorre although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Bruce Davis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be read. The Lost One: A Life of Peter Lorre can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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