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How do we explain the remarkably abrupt changes that sometimes occur in nature and society--and can we
predict why and when they happen? This book offers a comprehensive introduction to critical transitions in
complex systems--the radical changes that happen at tipping points when thresholds are passed.

Marten Scheffer accessibly describes the dynamical systems theory behind critical transitions, covering
catastrophe theory, bifurcations, chaos, and more. He gives examples of critical transitions in lakes, oceans,
terrestrial ecosystems, climate, evolution, and human societies. And he demonstrates how to deal with these
transitions, offering practical guidance on how to predict tipping points, how to prevent "bad" transitions,
and how to promote critical transitions that work for us and not against us. Scheffer shows the time is ripe for
understanding and managing critical transitions in the vast and complex systems in which we live. This book
can also serve as a textbook and includes a detailed appendix with equations.

Provides an accessible introduction to dynamical systems theory●

Covers critical transitions in lakes, oceans, terrestrial ecosystems, the climate, evolution, and human●

societies
Explains how to predict tipping points●

Offers strategies for preventing "bad" transitions and triggering "good" ones●

Features an appendix with equations●
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

The actual book Critical Transitions in Nature and Society: (Princeton Studies in Complexity) will bring you
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Critical Transitions in Nature and
Society: (Princeton Studies in Complexity) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Barry Upshaw:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Critical Transitions in Nature and Society:
(Princeton Studies in Complexity) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Deborah Rost:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Critical Transitions in Nature and Society: (Princeton Studies in Complexity) can make you feel more
interested to read.

Ella Straw:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Critical Transitions in Nature and
Society: (Princeton Studies in Complexity) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Critical Transitions in Nature and Society: (Princeton
Studies in Complexity) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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