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Decision making is a critical element in the field of medicine that can lead to life-or-death outcomes, yet it is
an element fraught with complex and conflicting variables, diagnostic and therapeutic uncertainties, patient
preferences and values, and costs. Together, decisions made by physicians, patients, insurers, and
policymakers determine the quality of health care, quality that depends inherently on counterbalancing risks
and benefits and competing objectives such as maximizing life expectancy versus optimizing quality of life
or quality of care versus economic realities.

Broadly speaking, concepts in medical decision making (MDM) may be divided into two major categories:
prescriptive and descriptive. Work in the area of prescriptive MDM investigates how medical decisions
should be done using complicated analyses and algorithms to determine cost-effectiveness measures,
prediction methods, and so on. In contrast, descriptive MDM studies how decisions actually are made
involving human judgment, biases, social influences, patient factors, and so on. The Encyclopedia of
Medical Decision Making gives a gentle introduction to both categories, revealing how medical and
healthcare decisions are actually made—and constrained—and how physician, healthcare management, and
patient decision making can be improved to optimize health outcomes.

Key Features

Discusses very general issues that span many aspects of MDM, including bioethics; health policy and●

economics; disaster simulation modeling; medical informatics; the psychology of decision making; shared
and team medical decision making; social, moral, and religious factors; end-of-life decision making;
assessing patient preference and patient adherence; and more
Incorporates both quantity and quality of life in optimizing a medical decision●

Considers characteristics of the decisionmaker and how those characteristics influence their decisions●

Presents outcome measures to judge the quality or impact of a medical decision●

Examines some of the more commonly encountered biostatistical methods used in prescriptive decision●

making
Provides utility assessment techniques that facilitate quantitative medical decision making●

Addresses the many different assumption perspectives the decision maker might choose from when trying●

to optimize a decision
Offers mechanisms for defining MDM algorithms●

With comprehensive and authoritative coverage by experts in the fields of medicine, decision science and
cognitive psychology, and healthcare management, this two-volume Encyclopedia is a must-have resource
for any academic library.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Why? Because this Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

John Davis:

This Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Encyclopedia of
Medical Decision Making in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this guide already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Edna Barnett:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.



The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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