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The book of Revelation presents a daunting picture of the destruction of the world, complete with clashing
gods, a multiheaded beast, armies of heaven, and the final judgment of mankind. The bizarre conclusion to
the New Testament is routinely cited as an example of the early Christian renunciation of the might and
values of Rome. But Christopher A. Frilingos contends that Revelation's relationship to its ancient
environment was a rather more complex one. In Spectacles of Empire he argues that the public displays of
the Roman Empire—the games of the arena, the execution of criminals, the civic veneration of the
emperor—offer a plausible context for reading Revelation. Like the spectacles that attracted audiences from
one end of the Mediterranean Sea to the other, Revelation shares a preoccupation with matters of
spectatorship, domination, and masculinity.

Scholars have long noted that in promising a complete reversal of fortune to an oppressed minority,
Revelation has provided inspiration to Christians of all kinds, from liberation theologians protesting
globalization to the medieval Apostolic Brethren facing death at the stake. But Frilingos approaches the
Apocalypse from a different angle, arguing that Revelation was not merely a rejection of the Roman world in
favor of a Christian one; rather, its visions of monsters and martyrs were the product of an empire whose
subjects were trained to dominate the threatening "other." By comparing images in Revelation to those in
other Roman-era literature, such as Greek romances and martyr accounts, Frilingos reveals a society
preoccupied with seeing and being seen. At the same time, he shows how Revelation calls attention to both
the risk and the allure of taking in a show in a society which emphasized the careful scrutiny of one's friends,
enemies, and self. Ancient spectators, Frilingos notes, whether seated in an arena or standing at a distance as
Babylon burned, frequently discovered that they themselves had become part of the performance.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Spectacles of Empire: Monsters, Martyrs, and the Book of
Revelation (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). Try to face the book Spectacles of Empire:
Monsters, Martyrs, and the Book of Revelation (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Donna Young:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Spectacles
of Empire: Monsters, Martyrs, and the Book of Revelation (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Debra Weeks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One
of them is this Spectacles of Empire: Monsters, Martyrs, and the Book of Revelation (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion).

Crystal Babin:

The publication with title Spectacles of Empire: Monsters, Martyrs, and the Book of Revelation
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read



the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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