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Most people with any interest in the English language know that it has the worst alphabetic spelling system
in the world. What they don't know in any great detail, however, is how this sorry situation came about. They
don't know, for instance, that a 17th-century English schoolmaster named Edmund Coote had a major role.
And they might be surprised at the parts played by greed, intentional complexity, and downright blunders.
With this in mind, Niall McLeod Waldman has written Spelling Dearest. This book chronicles, in an
irreverent and satirical way, the major happenings and minor annoyances that together form the history of
English spelling. Starting with the Anglo-Saxon invasion of England in the fifth century, the book threads its
way through such noted historical events as the Renaissance, the Great Vowel Shift, and the birth of the
American dictionary. It shows the links spelling has with great individuals such as Noah Webster and Ben
Franklin. And not-so-great individuals such as Angus McLaughlin, who once said about English spelling, "If
it were any better, it would be rotten." Scattered throughout the book are illustrative charts, transcripts of
famous documents, and comical caricatures of the key people involved in this intriguing history. Spelling
Dearest is informative, insightful, outrageously contemptuous, and witty. It was written to appeal to anyone
who enjoys the challenge of, or has been frustrated by, English spelling - which covers just about everyone
who can read or write! A must-read for English language, history, or humor buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Garcia:

The event that you get from Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling
may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Spelling Dearest: The Down and
Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having that Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling instantly.

Mary Stockton:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty
History of English Spelling can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Adeline Norris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Spelling Dearest: The Down and Dirty, Nitty-
Gritty History of English Spelling why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Rena Campbell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Spelling Dearest: The
Down and Dirty, Nitty-Gritty History of English Spelling which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.
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