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Until 300 years ago, the Chinese considered Taiwan a "land beyond the seas," a "ball of mud" inhabited by
"naked and tattooed savages." The incorporation of this island into the Qing empire in the seventeenth
century and its evolution into a province by the late nineteenth century involved not only a reconsideration of
imperial geography but also a reconceptualization of the Chinese domain. The annexation of Taiwan was
only one incident in the much larger phenomenon of Qing expansionism into frontier areas that resulted in a
doubling of the area controlled from Beijing and the creation of a multi-ethnic polity. The author argues that
travelers' accounts and pictures of frontiers such as Taiwan led to a change in the imagined geography of the
empire. In representing distant lands and ethnically diverse peoples of the frontiers to audiences in China
proper, these works transformed places once considered non-Chinese into familiar parts of the empire and
thereby helped to naturalize Qing expansionism.

By viewing Taiwan-China relations as a product of the history of Qing expansionism, the author contributes
to our understanding of current political events in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures, 1683-1895 (Harvard East
Asian Monographs)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Joyce Morton:

Precisely why? Because this Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures,
1683-1895 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other
book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Christian Fowler:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures, 1683-1895 (Harvard East
Asian Monographs). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Kimberley Bailey:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese
Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures, 1683-1895 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Taiwan's
Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing and Pictures, 1683-1895 (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing



of these time.
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