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In September 1868, the remains of Jacob and Nancy Jane Young were found lying near the banks of
Indiana’s White River. It was a gruesome scene. Part of Jacob’s face had been blown off, apparently by the
shotgun that lay a few feet away. Spiders and black beetles crawled over his wound. Smoke rose from his
wife’s smoldering body, which was so badly burned that her intestines were exposed, the flesh on her thighs
gone, and the bones partially reduced to powder.

Suspicion for both deaths turned to Nancy Clem, a housewife who was also one of Mr. Young’s former
business partners. In The Notorious Mrs. Clem, Wendy Gamber chronicles the life and times of this
charming and persuasive Gilded Age confidence woman, who became famous not only as an accused
murderess but also as an itinerant peddler of patent medicine and the supposed originator of the Ponzi
scheme. Clem’s story is a shocking tale of friendship and betrayal, crime and punishment, courtroom drama
and partisan politicking, get-rich-quick schemes and shady business deals. It also raises fascinating questions
about women’s place in an evolving urban economy. As they argued over Clem’s guilt or innocence,
lawyers, jurors, and ordinary citizens pondered competing ideas about gender, money, and marriage. Was
Clem on trial because she allegedly murdered her business partner? Or was she on trial because she engaged
in business?

Along the way, Gamber introduces a host of equally compelling characters, from prosecuting attorney and
future U.S. president Benjamin Harrison to folksy defense lawyer John Hanna, daring detective Peter
Wilkins, pioneering "lady news writer" Laura Ream, and female-remedy manufacturer Michael Slavin.
Based on extensive sources, including newspapers, trial documents, and local histories, this gripping account
of a seemingly typical woman who achieved extraordinary notoriety will appeal to true crime lovers and
historians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Latrice Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Notorious Mrs. Clem:
Murder and Money in the Gilded Age, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mable Watkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Notorious Mrs. Clem: Murder and
Money in the Gilded Age guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Notorious Mrs.
Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ana Vela:

This The Notorious Mrs. Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The Notorious Mrs. Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt that?

Sharon Brogdon:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of several books in the top collection in your reading list will be The Notorious Mrs. Clem:
Murder and Money in the Gilded Age. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you



closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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