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An original and exciting approach to the theatre of the absurd.

This study considers the ways playwrights draw meaning from emptiness. With reference to actual
performances of dramatic works, Les Essif examines drama associated with nonrealistic movement known as
theatre of the absurd, focusing on the ways dramatists create an impression of emptiness not only on the
stage but also in the body and mind of the central character. Essif makes a case for the meta-dramatic fusion
of stage and character.

Empty Figure on an Empty Stage begins with a discussion of philosophical, socio-cultural, and theatrical
implications of emptiness. Bringing together pioneers in theatre phenomenology Bert O. States and Stanton
B. Garner, Jr., with theatrical thinkers Antonin Artaud and Gordon Craig, and socio-aesthetic thinkers
Mikhail Bakhtin and Theodore Adorno, Essif formulates a fresh approach to drama and performance and
presents an overview of the evolution of "empty" characters and "empty" space in Western drama. After
examining Samuel Beckett’s drama and performance, Essif studies works of other dramatists of this
generation, primarily from France (Ionesco, Vian, Dubillard, Obaldia), but also from other Western national
cultures (Bernhard, Pinter, Stoppard, Handke, Shepard). He supports his thesis with photographs of works of
art as well as scenes from theatrical performances of the plays in question.

Les Essif is Associate Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.

Drama and Performance Studies?Timothy Wiles, general editor

July 2001
272 pages, 18 b&w photos, 6 1/8 x 9 1/4, index, append.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel
Beckett and His.

Maria Casillas:

Often the book Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His has a lot details on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Rosalie Dietrich:

This Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His is brand-new way for you
who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Noel Klein:

You can obtain this Empty Figure on an Empty Stage: The Theatre of Samuel Beckett and His by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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