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Landscapes of Devils is a rich, historically grounded ethnography of the western Toba, an indigenous people
in northern Argentina’s Gran Chaco region. In the early twentieth century, the Toba were defeated by the
Argentinean army, incorporated into the seasonal labor force of distant sugar plantations, and proselytized by
British Anglicans. Gastón R. Gordillo reveals how the Toba’s memory of these processes is embedded in
their experience of “the bush” that dominates the Chaco landscape.

As Gordillo explains, the bush is the result of social, cultural, and political processes that intertwine this
place with other geographies. Labor exploitation, state violence, encroachment by settlers, and the demands
of Anglican missionaries all transformed this land. The Toba’s lives have been torn between alienating work
in sugar plantations and relative freedom in the bush, between moments of domination and autonomy,
abundance and poverty, terror and healing. Part of this contradictory experience is culturally expressed in
devils, evil spirits that acquire different features in different places. The devils are sources of death and
disease in the plantations, but in the bush they are entities that connect with humans as providers of bush
food and healing power. Enacted through memory, the experiences of the Toba have produced a tense and
shifting geography. Combining extensive fieldwork conducted over a decade, historical research, and critical
theory, Gordillo offers a nuanced analysis of the Toba’s social memory and a powerful argument that
geographic places are not only objective entities but also the subjective outcome of historical forces.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of Place and Memory in the
Argentinean Chaco.

Jennifer Mendoza:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of
Place and Memory in the Argentinean Chaco. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alejandro Colon:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of Place and
Memory in the Argentinean Chaco book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tamara Reams:

This Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of Place and Memory in the Argentinean Chaco is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Landscapes of Devils: Tensions of Place and Memory in the Argentinean Chaco in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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