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Over the past half-century, bookselling, like many retail industries, has evolved from an arena dominated by
independent bookstores to one in which chain stores have significant market share. And as in other areas of
retail, this transformation has often been a less-than-smooth process. This has been especially pronounced in
bookselling, argues Laura J. Miller, because more than most other consumer goods, books are the focus of
passionate debate. What drives that debate? And why do so many people believe that bookselling should be
immune to questions of profit?

In Reluctant Capitalists, Miller looks at a century of book retailing, demonstrating that the independent/chain
dynamic is not entirely new. It began one hundred years ago when department stores began selling books,
continued through the 1960s with the emergence of national chain stores, and exploded with the formation of
“superstores” in the 1990s. The advent of the Internet has further spurred tremendous changes in how
booksellers approach their business. All of these changes have met resistance from book professionals and
readers who believe that the book business should somehow be “above” market forces and instead embrace
more noble priorities.

Miller uses interviews with bookstore customers and members of the book industry to explain why books
evoke such distinct and heated reactions. She reveals why customers have such fierce loyalty to certain
bookstores and why they identify so strongly with different types of books. In the process, she also teases out
the meanings of retailing and consumption in American culture at large, underscoring her point that any type
of consumer behavior is inevitably political, with consequences for communities as well as commercial
institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Reluctant Capitalists: Bookselling and the Culture of
Consumption. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important the book Reluctant Capitalists: Bookselling and the Culture of Consumption. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Flora Gordon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Reluctant Capitalists:
Bookselling and the Culture of Consumption that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick Reluctant Capitalists: Bookselling and the Culture of Consumption
become your starter.

Loretta Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Reluctant Capitalists: Bookselling and the
Culture of Consumption guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Reluctant
Capitalists: Bookselling and the Culture of Consumption as good book not merely by the cover but also with
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Sandra Birk:

You can get this Reluctant Capitalists: Bookselling and the Culture of Consumption by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-



book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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