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Cities of Commerce develops a model of institutional change in European commerce based on urban rivalry.
Cities continuously competed with each other by adapting commercial, legal, and financial institutions to the
evolving needs of merchants. Oscar Gelderblom traces the successive rise of Bruges, Antwerp, and
Amsterdam to commercial primacy between 1250 and 1650, showing how dominant cities feared being
displaced by challengers while lesser cities sought to keep up by cultivating policies favorable to trade. He
argues that it was this competitive urban network that promoted open-access institutions in the Low
Countries, and emphasizes the central role played by the urban power holders--the magistrates--in fostering
these inclusive institutional arrangements. Gelderblom describes how the city fathers resisted the predatory
or reckless actions of their territorial rulers, and how their nonrestrictive approach to commercial life
succeeded in attracting merchants from all over Europe.

Cities of Commerce intervenes in an important debate on the growth of trade in Europe before the Industrial
Revolution. Challenging influential theories that attribute this commercial expansion to the political strength
of merchants, this book demonstrates how urban rivalry fostered the creation of open-access institutions in
international trade.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Cities of
Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Stephen Medley:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World), you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Faye Michaels:

The actual book Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low
Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Nancy Barry:

This Cities of Commerce: The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-
1650 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Cities of Commerce:
The Institutional Foundations of International Trade in the Low Countries, 1250-1650 (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is



reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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