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A fascinating study of the efforts of British intelligence to push America out of its isolationist stance and into
the Allied camp during the early days of WW II. Freelance writer Mahl has convincingly drawn on a variety
of sources--including recently declassified FBI and government files, memoirs, personal papers, and little-
known official reports--to weave together a portrait of extraordinary schemes and activities. He argues that
such conventional sources as the official British history of the war are misleading and inadequate. Britain,
lacking the resources to fight Nazi Germany alone, needed the immense production capacities and vast
manpower of the US to save itself. But the British government was deeply concerned about American
intentions: The nation seemed both unpredictable and unreliable in its support of Britain. To gain American
allegiance, Britain launched a sizable propaganda campaign and a number of intelligence actions, many
carried out or managed by William Stevenson (``Intrepid''), Britain's spy extraordinaire. Mahl asserts that
British agents had willing accomplices in FDR's White House, filled with an anglophile elite that identified
deeply with Britain. His research reveals that foreign money was poured into some congressional elections to
defeat isolationist politicians, that British agents spent money freely to ease the passage of the Lend- Lease
Act, that they planted pro-British articles in interventionist newspapers and magazines, and that some
national opinion polls were rigged to reflect a deeper and stronger pro- British sentiment than existed. British
agents set up Bill Donovan's Office of Stragetic Services and helped run it, and they established or
influenced a number of organizations pushing for American intervention. Their efforts were ingenious and
effective. They were also either dubious or downright illegal, but Mahl argues that, given the desperate
situation in Europe, Britain had little choice. A carefully researched, engrossing addition to WW II history
and the history of covert operations.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Gunter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Desperate Deception:
British Covert Operations in the United States, 1939-44 (Brassey's Intelligence & National Security Library).
All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Juanita Stoneman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Desperate Deception:
British Covert Operations in the United States, 1939-44 (Brassey's Intelligence & National Security Library)
is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lauren Zavala:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Desperate Deception: British Covert Operations
in the United States, 1939-44 (Brassey's Intelligence & National Security Library) as your daily resource
information.

Willie Bergeron:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Desperate
Deception: British Covert Operations in the United States, 1939-44 (Brassey's Intelligence & National
Security Library) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Desperate Deception: British Covert Operations in the United States, 1939-44
(Brassey's Intelligence & National Security Library)is the main of several books this everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information



about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.
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