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In the fifteen years prior to the American Civil War, the U.S. Army established a presence in southern New
Mexico, the homeland of Mescalero, Mimbres, and Mogollon bands of the Apache Indians. From the army’s
perspective, the Apaches presented an obstacle to be overcome in making the region—newly acquired in the
Mexican-American War—safe for Anglo settlers. In Dragoons in Apacheland, William S. Kiser recounts the
conflicts that ensued and examines how both Apache warriors and American troops shaped the future of the
Southwest Borderlands.

Kiser narrates two distinct contests. The Apaches were defending their territory against the encroachment of
soldiers and settlers. At the same time, the Anglo-Americans maneuvered against one another in a
competition for political and economic power and for Apache territory. Cross-cultural misunderstandings,
political corruption in Santa Fe and Washington, anti-Indian racism, troublemakers among both Apaches and
settlers, irresponsible army officers and troops, corrupt American and Mexican traders, and policy
disagreements among government officials all contributed to the ongoing hostilities. Kiser examines the
behaviors and motivations of individuals involved in all aspects of these local, regional, and national
disputes.

Kiser is one of only a few historians to deal with this crucial period in Indian-white relations in the
Southwest—and the first to detail the experiences of the First and Second United States Dragoons, elite
mounted troops better equipped and trained than infantry to confront Apache guerrilla warriors more
accustomed to the southwestern environment. Often led by the Gila leader Mangas Coloradas, the Apaches
fought desperately to protect their lands and way of life. The Americans, Kiser shows, used unauthorized
tactics of total warfare, encouraging field units to attack villages and destroy crops and livestock, particularly
when the Apaches refused to engage the troops in pitched battles.

Kiser’s insights into the pre–Civil War conflicts in southern New Mexico are essential to a deeper
understanding of the larger U.S.-Apache war that culminated in the heroic resistance of Cochise, Victorio,
and Geronimo.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

The book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861
to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Dragoons in Apacheland:
Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Samuel Tapp:

This Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern
New Mexico, 1846-1861 without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New
Mexico, 1846-1861 can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest
and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Joshua Parsons:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico,
1846-1861 book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer associated with Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern
New Mexico, 1846-1861 content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking
Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Ana Smith:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,



because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Dragoons in Apacheland: Conquest and Resistance in Southern New Mexico, 1846-1861 provide
you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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