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During the Japanese 'bubble' economy of the 1980's, the youth of Japan began to exert unprecedented
influence on Japanese culture through their spirited patronage of certain art forms previously deemed
subcultural or avant-garde. Among these were manga (Japanese comics or animation) and shogekijo
(Japanese little theater). These art forms, while very unlike in the manner in which they were produced and
disseminated, can be shown to exhibit a common language: manga discourse. This discourse presents the
ludic, image-oriented, and seemingly infantile but simultaneously transhistorical language. The range and
meaning of these discursive forms as they are related to changes in the forms of shogekijo in Japan between
the 1960's and the 1980's are explored here, using the work of Noda Hideki and his troupe Yume no
Yuminsha as example.Founded in the early 70's in the dark recesses of the University of Tokyo, Noda's
troupe blossomed into a major component of the theater boom of the bright leisure-oriented 80's. The
question which Noda's theater raises for those who seek to define Japan's modernization in the arts is how
something defined as instinctively 'little' could become so big? In line with its predecessors in the avant-
garde movements of the 1960's and 70's, the 1980's shogekijo borrowed from popular theater of the pre-
modern period, in reaction to the western - and script-oriented shingeki, and from modern comedy in early
twentieth century Japan.But unlike its avant-garde predecessors, it eschewed direct political confrontation
with the power holders and consciously sought to expand its audiences through capitalistic means. Japanese
youth born in the postwar generation could be led to appreciate the anti-shingeki message of shogekkijo,
Noda predicted, only if it could be put in the playful and fantastic language of manga discourse. In some
ways, this counterintuitive movement to youth subculture fulfilled shogekijo's mission to return theater to its
Japanese roots and thereby complete the process of a truly Japanese modernization in the arts.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Manga
Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

James Ames:

Often the book Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese
Studies Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Walter Jones:

Precisely why? Because this Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Aimee Simmons:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Manga Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese
Studies Series) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Manga
Discourse in Japan Theatre (Japanese Studies Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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