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A philosopher / mechanic destroys the pretensions of the high- prestige workplace and makes an
irresistible case for working with one's hands

Shop Class as Soulcraft brings alive an experience that was once quite common, but now seems to be
receding from society-the experience of making and fixing things with our hands. Those of us who sit in an
office often feel a lack of connection to the material world, a sense of loss, and find it difficult to say exactly
what we do all day. For anyone who felt hustled off to college, then to the cubicle, against their own
inclinations and natural bents, Shop Class as Soulcraft seeks to restore the honor of the manual trades as a
life worth choosing.

On both economic and psychological grounds, Crawford questions the educational imperative of turning
everyone into a "knowledge worker," based on a misguided separation of thinking from doing, the work of
the hand from that of the mind. Crawford shows us how such a partition, which began a century ago with the
assembly line, degrades work for those on both sides of the divide.

But Crawford offers good news as well: the manual trades are very different from the assembly line, and
from dumbed-down white collar work as well. They require careful thinking and are punctuated by moments
of genuine pleasure. Based on his own experience as an electrician and mechanic, Crawford makes a case for
the intrinsic satisfactions and cognitive challenges of manual work. The work of builders and mechanics is
secure; it cannot be outsourced, and it cannot be made obsolete. Such work ties us to the local communities
in which we live, and instills the pride that comes from doing work that is genuinely useful. A wholly
original debut, Shop Class as Soulcraft offers a passionate call for self-reliance and a moving reflection on
how we can live concretely in an ever more abstract world.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Eggleston:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value of
Work will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Lizabeth Melgar:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value
of Work can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sharon Works:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the
Value of Work reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Shop Class as Soulcraft: An
Inquiry into the Value of Work as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Ruth Hill:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the
Value of Work to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the publication Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value of Work can to
be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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