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One of the most vilified and hated men during the Civil War in Kentucky had to be Kentucky born Union
(brevet) Major General Stephen Gano Burbridge, but why have Kentuckian historians continue to cast him
negatively. Burbridge had a meteoric rise as a military commander, starting out as a colonel of the 26th
Kentucky Union infantry and becoming a Major General by 1863. He had fought well at Arkansas Post and
Champion s Hill during the Vicksburg Campaign and received the praise of Union General William T.
Sherman. Burbridge also received the thanks of President Abraham Lincoln for his victory over Confederate
General John Hunt Morgan s forces at Cynthiana, Kentucky. Burbridge s problems arose when he became
military commander of Kentucky in January of 1864. With encouragement of Secretary of War Edwin
Stanton, Burbridge helped to raise and arm slaves for the United States Colored Troops, which offended
Kentucky Union slaveholders and Kentucky Governor Thomas Bramlette. He also issued Order 59 in which
every Union soldier killed by a guerilla, four Confederate prisoners would be taken to the spot and shot. His
brutal tactics to stop guerilla warfare in Kentucky ended up alienating Unionists in the state and moved
Kentucky away from the Republican Party and towards the Democratic Party. Burbridge has also been
accused of fixing the 1864 state and presidential elections and accused him of being involved in the Great
Hog Swindle of 1864. The thesis of this book will deal with the military career of Stephen Gano Burbridge
and the factors that eventually led to his downfall as military commander of Kentucky and his eventual
ostracism from Kentucky. The thesis will demonstrate how Burbridge s policies towards guerillas did not
differ from Union General William T. Sherman s treatment of guerillas and Sherman actually influenced
Burbridge s policy decision towards guerillas. Not only did Union General William T. Sherman influence
Burbridge s decisions, but so did the Reverend Robert Breckinridge, Secretary of War Henry Stanton,
Kentucky Governor Thomas Bramlette and the Radical Republicans. While Burbridge commanded a brigade
in Kentucky in early 1862, he made friends with powerful radical Republicans, who later helped him secure
his position as military commander in Kentucky and influenced his decisions on how to govern the state.
While Burbridge fought in the Vicksburg campaign, he became friends with Union General William T.
Sherman, who also influenced Burbridge s decisions as military commander in Kentucky. Governor
Bramlette also influenced Burbridge s decisions, but Burbridge s decision to recruit and arm blacks and
disarming the state guard, brought an end to their friendship and the governor s efforts to remove Burbridge
from command.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for us. The book The Butcher Burbridge has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve The Butcher Burbridge is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Butcher Burbridge. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

David Hester:

This book untitled The Butcher Burbridge to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Glady Curry:

The Butcher Burbridge can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Butcher Burbridge yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Tim Walton:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Butcher Burbridge to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
The Butcher Burbridge can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of these time.
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