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Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the “Finnish Solution,” 1945–1956, is the first full-scale study
of Finland’s role in Soviet-American relations during the onset of the cold war. Cold war Finland was an
enigma. Defeated by the Soviet Union in World War II, the country appeared ripe for joining the “people’s
democracies” in 1945, when the Finnish communists made substantial gains in elections. But it soon became
clear that Finland’s fate was to be different; by the early 1950s, the Finn claimed to be neutral, and by 1956
the Soviets endorsed this claim. Finland’s ability to keep its democratic institutions and Western-oriented
trade patterns largely intact was initially accepted in Washington. When the Soviets began propagandizing
Finland as an example of “peaceful coexistence” in the aftermath of Stalin’s death, however, Finland’s
symbolic significance as a Western outpost gradually gave way to the perception of Finland as a willing
partner in a Soviet effort to spread neutralism to western Europe; later such concerns would be captured
under the rubric of Finlandization. Despite such growing concerns, the U. S. generally practiced a cautious
policy that allowed the Fins to coexist with the Soviets, as long as such coexistence could be “contained”
within strict limits. By comparing the “Finnish Solution” with the general role and development of neutrality,
Jussi Hanhimaki adds an important dimension to international studies. Containing Coexistence is an
important contribution of political science scholarship to Cold War Studies reading lists.—Midwest Book
Review
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Containing Coexistence: America, Russia,
and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American Diplomatic History) will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Carol Sage:

Here thing why this particular Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-
1956 (American Diplomatic History) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American Diplomatic
History) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-
1956 (American Diplomatic History). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and
the "Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American Diplomatic History) in e-book can be your alternate.

Luciana Findley:

This Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American
Diplomatic History) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Containing Coexistence: America, Russia, and the
"Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American Diplomatic History) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt that will?

Ryan Barrett:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the



library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is
very important in your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Containing Coexistence: America,
Russia, and the "Finnish Solution," 1945-1956 (American Diplomatic History) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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