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"Iwo Jima was a massacre. I never expected anything like that. People were dying left and right...No names
should have been used on the flag raisings because we didn't get up there by ourselves. It was the collective
actions of a lot of people and there were a lot of Raiders and paratroopers up there with us."

-- Charles Lindberg, Flag Raiser

Patrick O'Donnell has made a career of uncovering the hidden history of World War II by tracking down and
interviewing its most elite troops: the Rangers, Airborne, Marines, and First Special Service Force,
forerunners to America's Special Forces. These men saw the worst of the war's action, and most of them have
been reluctant to talk about it. With O'Donnell's respectful coaxing, however, they first began telling their
stories through www.thedropzone.org, his award-winning Web site. In 2001, veterans of the European
Theater told their stories in O'Donnell's first book, Beyond Valor. Now, in Into the Rising Sun, O'Donnell
presents scores of veterans' personal accounts, based on over a thousand interviews spanning the past ten
years, to tell the story of the brutal Pacific war.

"They were making a lot of noise, talking, yelling to one another, and I heard someone getting beat up on the
left. I can still hear the screams. He was begging for mercy. They [the Japanese] were berating him. Later on
I found that it was one of my friends, Ken Ritter."

-- Robert Youngdeer, Guadalcanal

These veterans were often the first in and the last out of every conflict, from Guadalcanal and Burma to the
Philippines and the black sands of Iwo Jima. They faced a cruel enemy willing to try anything, including
kamikaze flights and human-guided torpedoes. As O'Donnell explains in the Introduction, most of the men in
this book were at first reticent to talk. Over the course of the war, they had spearheaded D-Day-sized beach
assaults, encountered cannibalism, suffered friendly-fire incidents, and endured torture as pris-oners of war.
Heroes among heroes, they include many recipients of the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Cross, the
Silver Star, and other medals of battlefield valor, but none bragged about it. As one soldier put it, "When
somebody gets decorated, it's because a lot of other men died."

By at last telling their stories, these men present an unvarnished look at the war on the ground, a final gift
from aging warriors who have already given so much. Only with these accounts can the true horror of the
war in the Pacific be fully known. O'Donnell has carefully verified each account by comparing it with
official records and interviews, and he intersperses each story with brief commentary. Together with detailed
maps of each battle, the veterans' stories in Into the Rising Sun offer nothing less than a complete picture of
the war in the Pacific, a ground-level view of some of history's most brutal combat.
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From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

The book Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking
at a book Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran to become your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide Into the Rising Sun:
In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Wilbert Westerfield:

This Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Into the Rising Sun: In Their
Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's
Pacific Veteran giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Hazel Fletcher:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran this guide consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of
you.

William Glover:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Into the Rising Sun: In Their Own Words, World War II's Pacific Veteran
was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science



competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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