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Safe as Houses, the debut story collection of Marie-Helene Bertino, proves that not all homes are shelters.
The titular story revolves around an aging English professor who, mourning the loss of his wife, robs other
people's homes of their sentimental knick-knacks. In "Free Ham," a young dropout wins a ham after her
house burns down and refuses to accept it. “Has my ham done anything wrong?” she asks when the grocery
store manager demands that she claim it.

 

In "Carry Me Home, Sisters of Saint Joseph," a failed commercial writer moves into the basement of a
convent and inadvertently discovers the secrets of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. A girl, hoping to talk her
brother out of enlisting in the army, brings Bob Dylan home for Thanksgiving dinner in the quiet, dreamy
"North Of." In “The Idea of Marcel,” Emily, a conservative, elegant girl, has dinner with the idea of her ex-
boyfriend, Marcel. In a night filled with baffling coincidences, including Marcel having dinner with his idea
of Emily, she wonders why we tend to be more in love with ideas than with reality. In and out of the rooms
of these gritty, whimsical stories roam troubled, funny people struggling to reconcile their circumstances to
some kind of American Ideal and failing, over and over. 

 

The stories of Safe as Houses are magical and original and help answer such universal and existential
questions as: How far will we go to stay loyal to our friends? Can we love a man even though he is inches
shorter than our ideal? Why doesn’t Bob Dylan ever have his own smokes? And are there patron saints for
everything, even lost socks and bad movies?

 

All homes are not shelters. But then again, some are. Welcome to the home of Marie-Helene Bertino. 
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Safe as Houses (Iowa Short
Fiction Award). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Joe Hessler:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Safe as
Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award)is a single of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Melody Grissom:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction Award), it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading
a publication.

Elaine Woodring:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction
Award) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Safe as Houses (Iowa Short Fiction
Award) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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