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In the early 1900s, Detroit's clubwomen successfully lobbied for issues like creating playgrounds for
children, building public baths, raising the age for child workers, and reforming the school board and city
charter. But when they won the vote in 1918, Detroit's clubwomen, both black and white, were eager to
incite even greater change. In the 1920s, they fought to influence public policy at the municipal and state
level, while contending with partisan politics, city politics, and the media, which often portrayed them as
silly and incompetent. In this fascinating volume, author Jayne Morris-Crowther examines the unique civic
engagement of these women who considered their commitment to the city of Detroit both a challenge and a
promise.

By the 1920s, there were eight African American clubs in the city (Willing Workers, Detroit Study Club,
Lydian Association, In As Much Circle of Kings Daughters, Labor of Love Circle of Kings Daughters, West
Side Art and Literary Club, Altar Society of the Second Baptist Church, and the Earnest Workers of the
Second Baptist Church); in 1921, they joined together under the Detroit Association of Colored Women's
Clubs. Nearly 15,000 mostly white clubwomen were represented by the Detroit Federation of Women's
Clubs, which was formed in 1895 by the unification of the Detroit Review Club, Twentieth Century Club,
Detroit Woman's Club, Woman's Historical Club, Clio Club, Wednesday History Club, Hypathia, and
Zatema Club. Morris-Crowther begins by investigating the roots of the clubs in pre-suffrage Detroit and
charts their growing power. In the end, Morris-Crowther shows that Detroit's clubwomen pioneered new
lobbying techniques like personal interviews, and used political education in savvy ways to bring politics to
the community level.

An appendix contains the 1926 Directory of the Detroit Federation of Women's Clubs.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

This The Political Activities of Detroit Clubwomen in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes
Books Series) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Political Activities of Detroit
Clubwomen in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes Books Series) without we understand
teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
Political Activities of Detroit Clubwomen in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes Books
Series) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Political Activities of Detroit Clubwomen
in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes Books Series) having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Roger Dupre:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Political Activities of Detroit Clubwomen in the
1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes Books Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Anthony Edwards:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Political Activities of Detroit
Clubwomen in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise (Great Lakes Books Series) as the daily resource
information.

Anthony Flowers:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to



you personally is The Political Activities of Detroit Clubwomen in the 1920s: A Challenge and a Promise
(Great Lakes Books Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here
is why this book ideal all of you.
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