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Long overdue for an institutional history, Auburn University possesses a rich and storied past. Dwayne
Cox’s The Village on the Plain traces the school’s history in authoritative detail from its origins as a private
college through its emergence as a complex land-grant university.

 

Originally founded prior to the Civil War with an emphasis on classical education, Auburn became the
state’s land-grant college after the cessation of hostilities. This infused the school with a vision of the South
as a commercial and industrial rival to the North. By the 1880s, instruction in applied science had become
Auburn’s curricular version of this “New South” creed. Like most southern universities, Auburn never
enjoyed financial abundance, creating scarcity that intensified internal debate over whether liberal arts or
applied disciplines deserved more of the school’s limited resources.

 

Meager state funding for higher education complicated Auburn’s rise and became a source of competition
with the University of Alabama. This rivalry was perhaps most intense between 1908 and 1948, when the
two schools did not meet on the gridiron, but blocked and tackled one another in the legislature over the
division of state funds.

                                                                                                                                                                    

Like many universities founded in somewhat isolated locations during the antebellum period, Auburn
developed an insular culture, which hindered the school’s progress in issues related to race. Cox traces how
this insularity also found expression in the school’s resistance to outside academic regulatory organizations
as well as in conflicts over the university’s governance.

 

Auburn University’s history is that of a small private college that transformed itself in the face of sweeping
national events and state politics, not only to survive threats but to emerge more complex and resilient.
Offering much to students of higher education and Alabama history, as well as readers affiliated with Auburn
University, The Village on the Plain tells the story of this complex and fascinating institution.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book The Village on the Plain: Auburn University, 1856-2006
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book The Village on the Plain: Auburn University, 1856-2006 is not only
giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Village on the Plain:
Auburn University, 1856-2006. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Ybarra:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Village on the Plain:
Auburn University, 1856-2006 is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Carlos Reese:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Village on the Plain: Auburn University, 1856-
2006 as the daily resource information.

Debra Davis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Village on the Plain: Auburn
University, 1856-2006 or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Village on the Plain: Auburn University, 1856-2006 to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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