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Despite her strong associations with Massachusetts?her upbringing in Roxbury, her lifelong connection with
Martha's Vineyard, and two novels documenting the Great Migration and the rise and decline of Boston's
African American community?Dorothy West (1907–1998) is perhaps best known as a member of the Harlem
Renaissance. Between 1927 and 1947, West and her cousin, the poet Helene Johnson, lived in New York
City where West attended Columbia University, worked as a welfare investigator, wrote for the WPA,
traveled to Russia, and established a literary magazine for young black writers.

During these years, West and Johnson knew virtually everyone in New York's artistic, intellectual, and
political circles. Their friends included Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Carl Van Vechten, Richard
Wright, Arna Bontemps, Claude McKay, and many others. West moved easily between the bohemian milieu
of her artistic soul mates and the bourgeois, respectable soirees of prominent social and political figures.

In this book, Professors Mitchell and Davis provide a carefully researched profile of West and her circle that
serves as an introduction to a well-edited, representative collection of her out-of-print, little-known, or
unpublished writings, supplemented by many family photographs. The editors document West's "womanist"
upbringing and her relationships with her mother, Rachel Benson West, and other strong-minded women,
including her longtime companion Marian Minus.

The volume includes examples of West's probing social criticism in the form of WPA essays and stories, as
well as her interviews with Southern migrants. A centerpiece of the book is her unpublished novella, Where
the Wild Grape Grows, which explores with grace and gentle irony the complex relationship of three retired
women living on Martha's Vineyard. Several of West's exquisitely observed nature pieces, published over a
span of twenty years in the Vineyard Gazette, are also reprinted.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

The book Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950 can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950 has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gregory Stclair:

This book untitled Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950 to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

James Kyles:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Gerri Pettit:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Where the Wild Grape Grows: Selected Writings, 1930-1950. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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