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Refuting commonly held beliefs within women’s and lesbian history, feminist theory, and histories of the
novel, Dangerous Intimacies challenges the idea that sex between women was unimaginable in British
culture before the late nineteenth century. Lisa L. Moore argues that literary representations of female sexual
agency—and in particular "sapphic" relationships between women—were central to eighteenth-century
debates over English national identity. Moore shows how the novel’s representation of women’s "romantic
friendships"—both platonic and sexual—were encoded within wider social concerns regarding race, nation,
and colonialist ventures.
Moore demonstrates that intimacy between women was vividly imagined in the British eighteenth century as
not only chaste and virtuous, but also insistently and inevitably sexual. She looks at instances of sapphism in
such novels as Millenium Hall, Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure, Belinda, and Emma and analyzes how the
new literary form of the novel made the bourgeois heroine’s successful negotiation of female friendship
central to the establishment of her virtue. Moore also examines representations of sapphism through the
sweeping economic and political changes of the period and claims that middle-class readers’ identifications
with the heroine’s virtue helped the novel’s bourgeois audience justify the violent bases of their new
prosperity, including slavery, colonialism, and bloody national rivalry.
In revealing the struggle over sapphism at the heart of these novels of female friendship—and at the heart of
England’s national identity—Moore shows how feminine sexual agency emerged as an important cultural
force in post-Enlightenment England
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From reader reviews:

Leon Moses:

The book Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic
History of the British Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Krystal Sutherland:

This Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History
of the British Novel can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gordon Woods:

This Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Beverly Thomas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a
Sapphic History of the British Novel can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for



you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Dangerous Intimacies:
Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel.
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