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Bailey Martin is in perpetual motion—a child of the South Carolina lowcountry tides, being pulled to and
from a reckoning with destiny. A marine biologist by training and an artist by dedication and talent, Bailey is
a woman of contradictions, at once a free-spirited adventurer giving deeply of herself to environmental
causes and familial loyalties but also consumed by primal, isolating appetites and dangerous attractions.
Restless and troubled, Bailey chafes at her existence, becoming uneasy in her success, her life, and her own
skin. Untying the Moon, the debut novel from southern storyteller Ellen Malphrus, is a vibrant tale of self-
discovery, approaching the realms of myth and lore as readers ride shotgun with Bailey in Blue Ruby, her
’67 Skylark convertible, from Manhattan down the eastern seaboard, from coastal Carolina to the Alaskan
wilderness and back again, all in search of the embrace of love and—finally—of home.

When Bailey trades the freedom of the road for a relationship with Padgett Turner, a Vietnam veteran
haunted by his past, she finds the compelling possibility of settling into one place and one relationship. But
the weight of Padgett’s emotional scars is too much for either to bear, even together. As Padgett’s darkness
escalates, a moment of horrific violence pulls Bailey homeward to the Jericho River of Kirk’s Bluff, South
Carolina—a river of dolphins, dreams, and portents. In her lifelong friendship with neighbor Ben Simmons
and under the sheltering gaze of her fisherman father, Cecil, and Ben’s parents, George and Retta, Bailey
uncovers the healing connections she had been seeking elsewhere and earns her chance at the truest prize of
all—a balance between her dedication to her inner life and responsibilities to the outer world.

Recalling the writings of James Dickey, Jack Kerouac, Jack London, Pat Conroy, Mary Alice Monroe, and
Lee Smith, Untying the Moon explores the redemptive powers of home, nature, creation, and storytelling
itself. With prose that ebbs and flows from the lyrical and lush to the staccato and sparse, Malphrus’s novel
is rich with classical allusions and regional folklore, the enrapturing beauty of its settings, a racially and
geographically diverse charismatic cast, and all the mystery and magic of fate.

New York Times best-selling writer and Story River Books editor at large Pat Conroy provides a foreword to
the novel.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

This Untying the Moon: A Novel (Story River Books) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Untying the Moon: A
Novel (Story River Books) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your
better life and knowledge.

Mary McCollum:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Untying the Moon: A Novel (Story River Books) can give you a
lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Untying the Moon: A Novel (Story River Books).

Homer Simon:

You may get this Untying the Moon: A Novel (Story River Books) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ruby Chartrand:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is identified as of book Untying the Moon: A Novel (Story River Books). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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