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Dramatic and documentary narratives about aggressive and garrulous women often cast such women as
reckless and ultimately unsuccessful usurpers of cultural authority. Contending narratives, however,
sometimes within the same texts, point to the effective subversion and undoing of the normative restrictions
of social and gender hierarchies. Words Like Daggers explores the scolding invectives, malevolent curses,
and ecstatic prophesies of early modern women as attested to in legal documents, letters, self-narratives,
popular pamphlets, ballads, and dramas of the era. Examining the framing and performance of violent female
speech between the 1590s and the 1660s, Kirilka Stavreva dismantles the myth of the silent and obedient
women who allegedly populated early modern England.

 

Blending gender theory with detailed historical analysis, Words Like Daggers asserts the power of women’s
language—the power to subvert binaries and destabilize social hierarchies, particularly those of gender—in
the early modern era. In the process Stavreva reconstructs the speech acts of individual contentious women,
such as the scold Janet Dalton, the witch Alice Samuel, and the Quaker Elizabeth Stirredge. Because the
dramatic potential of women’s powerful rhetorical performances was recognized not only by victims and
witnesses of individual violent speech acts but also by theater professionals, Stavreva also focuses on how
the stage, arguably the most influential cultural institution of the Renaissance, orchestrated and aestheticized
women’s fighting words and, in so doing, showcased and augmented their cultural significance.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Griego:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Words Like Daggers:
Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Dianna Chrisman:

This book untitled Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern
Cultural Studies) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Patricia Ackermann:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Words Like Daggers: Violent Female
Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural Studies) reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
doubt Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern Cultural
Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Bernice Smith:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England (Early Modern
Cultural Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.
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