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Defoe's prefatory comments to "An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions" (1727) indicate a split
between ignorant belief and profane disbelief in spirits in the long eighteenth century, but also establish for
the reader the author's intention of reconciling the religious with the supernatural through an argument based
in 'solid Foundation'. In this text, Defoe utilizes three criteria - reason, religion, and rhetoric - both to prove
the existence of apparitions and to educate his reader in how to distinguish real spirits from tricks of the
imagination, folk tales from true accounts of visitations. He draws upon colloquial, historical, and Biblical
examples in his demonstrations, and in attempting a reasoned defense of the existence of apparitions,
engages the Enlightenment rationality and rhetoric of Thomas Hobbes and Joseph Glanville. Recognized as a
statement of Defoe's rational and religious philosophies, "An Essay on the History and Reality of
Apparitions" is also regarded by some critics as an important antecedent to the spiritualism of the Gothic
novel. Among the valuable secondary tools included in this edition are critical headnotes that contextualize
Defoe's Essay within Biblical Christianity, Puritanism, occult thought, and other spiritual themes of the
period. The headnotes also analyze Defoe's wider views on Catholicism, dreams, paganism, and witchcraft,
and assess the Essay through consideration of literary topics including humor, rhetoric, and narrative style.
Scholars familiar with Defoe's supposed use of pseudonym will find the attributive history of the Essay
useful, and the "Bibliography of Works Consulted Before 1731" provides a list of contemporary resources
invaluable to any reader studying the Essay, "Defoe's Political History of the Devil" (also published by AMS
Press), and other spiritual and philosophical literature of the period. This carefully prepared volume
conforms to the highest standards of textual and editorial scholarship and returns a scarcely available title to
readers in a definitive edition, essential to any research collection of Defoe's works.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Nelson:

The book An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition
(AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book An Essay on the History and
Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth
Century)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book An Essay
on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the
Eighteenth Century) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ana Vela:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions -
The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Shirley Nichols:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke
Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Bohner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



searching for the An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe
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