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A dazzling debut about the demented final project of a brilliant mathematician, recalling the best of
Bolaño, Borges, and Calvino, Coronel Lágrimas is an allegory of our hyper-informed age and of the
clash between European and Latin American history.

Holed away in a cabin in the Pyrenees, the world-famous and enigmatic mathematician Alexander
Grothendieck is working furiously on a final project. But what exactly is this monumental, mysterious
undertaking? Why did this man, one of the greatest geniuses of the century, a politically militant man
himself, suddenly decide to abandon politics and society altogether? As the reader pursues the answer to
these questions, two layered narratives emerge. One is a series of unforgettable characters that have
transfixed the mathematician’s imagination: Chana Abramov, a woman obsessed with painting the same
Mexican volcano a thousand times, Vladimir Vostokov, an anarchist in battle with technological modernity,
and Maximiliano Cienfuegos, a simple man who will nonetheless become the symbol for the Colonel’s as
well as Europe’s restless political conscience. The other is the protagonist’s life story: a picaresque journey
that traverses the 20th century: from the Russia of the October Revolution to the Mexico of the anarchic
1920s, from the Spanish Civil War to Vietnam, all the way back to France and from there to the Caribbean
islands. Out of this Borgesian web emerges a tragicomic allegory for the political arch of the past century,
one that began addicted to political action and ended up hooked on big data.

Loosely based on the fascinating life story of the eccentric mathematician Alexander Grothendieck, Colonel
Lágrimas is a world-spanning tour de force of history, politics, literature, mathematics, and philosophy that
wears its learning lightly, forming an appealingly human story of the forces that have created the modern
world. 
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Colonel Lágrimas. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Colonel Lágrimas. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's study.

Christopher Cunningham:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Colonel
Lágrimas book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Celia Robertson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Colonel Lágrimas is kind of book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Paul Avila:

Typically the book Colonel Lágrimas has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after looking over this book.
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