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Philadelphians are fond of quoting a letter in which William Penn described his vision of a “greene country
towne, which will never be burnt & always wholesome.” Today, Philadelphia’s public parks cover more than
ten thousand acres—roughly 11 percent of the city’s area. They encompass extensive woodlands and
waterways as well as the largest collection of historic properties in the state of Pennsylvania, including the
Fairmount Water Works, the Philadelphia Zoo (the oldest zoo in the United States), and the Philadelphia
Museum of Art.

The Grid and the River is the product of Elizabeth Milroy’s quest to understand the history of public green
spaces in William Penn’s city. In this monumental work of urban history, Milroy traces efforts to keep
Philadelphia “green” from the time of its founding to the late nineteenth century. She chronicles how patterns
of use and representations of green spaces informed notions of community and identity in the city. In
particular, Milroy examines the history of how and why the district along the Schuylkill River came to be
developed both in opposition to and in concert with William Penn’s original designations of parks in his city
plan.

Focusing on both the history and representation of Philadelphia’s green spaces, and making use of a wealth
of primary source materials, Milroy offers new insights into the city’s political and cultural development and
documents how changing attitudes toward the natural environment affected the physical appearance of
Philadelphia’s landscape and the lives of its inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

The book The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a
book The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open and read a publication The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's
Green Places, 1682-1876. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Elisa Hall:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a reserve. The book The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 it is very
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.

Margaret Gray:

The reason why? Because this The Grid and the River: Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Katie McCants:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Grid and the River:
Philadelphia's Green Places, 1682-1876.
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