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Jorgensen-Earp provides a new understanding of the recurrent rhetorical need to employ conservative
rhetoric in support of a radical cause.

The Women's Social and Political Union, the militant branch of the English women's suffrage movement,
turned to arson, bombing, and widespread property destruction as a strategy to achieve suffrage for women.
Because of its comparative rarity, terrorist violence by reform (as opposed to revolutionary) movements is
underexplored, as is the discursive rhetoric that accompanies this violence. Largely because of the moral
stance that drives such movements, the need to justify violence is greater for the reformist than for the
revolutionary terrorist. The burden of rhetorical justification falls even more heavily on women utilizing
violence, an option

generally perceived as open only to men.

The militant suffragettes justifed their turn to limited terrorism by arguing that their violence was part of a
"just war." Appropriating the rhetoric of a just war in defense of reformist violence

allowed the suffragettes to exercise a traditional rhetorical vision for the sake of radical action. The concept
of a just war allowed a spinning out of a fantasy of heroes, of a gallant band fighting against the odds. It
challenged the imagination of the public to extend to women a heroic vision usually reserved for men and to
accept the new expectations inherent in that vision. By incorporating the concept of a just war into their
rhetoric, the WSPU leaders took the most conventional justification that Western tradition provides for the
use of violence and adapted it to meet their unique circumstance as women using violence for political
reform.

This study challenges the common view that the suffragettes' use of military metaphors, their vilification of
the government, and their violent attacks on property were signs of hysteria and self-destruction. Instead,
what emerges is a picture of a deliberate, if controversial, strategy of violence supported by a rhetorical
defense of unusual power and consistency.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Clark:

The book "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just War of the Women's Social and Political Union (Studies
Rhetoric & Communicati) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the best thing like a book "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just War of the Women's
Social and Political Union (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just War of the Women's Social and Political
Union (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Erick Graf:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just
War of the Women's Social and Political Union (Studies Rhetoric & Communicati), you are able to enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Ashley Gibson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just War of the Women's Social and Political Union (Studies
Rhetoric & Communicati) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short
free time problems.

Heather Garcia:

The book untitled "The Transfiguring Sword": The Just War of the Women's Social and Political Union
(Studies Rhetoric & Communicati) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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