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“It is possible to invent a single machine which can be used to compute any computable sequence,” twenty-
four-year-old Alan Turing announced in 1936. In Turing’s Cathedral, George Dyson focuses on a small
group of men and women, led by John von Neumann at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New
Jersey, who built one of the first computers to realize Alan Turing’s vision of a Universal Machine. Their
work would break the distinction between numbers that mean things and numbers that do things—and our
universe would never be the same.
 
Using five kilobytes of memory (the amount allocated to displaying the cursor on a computer desktop of
today), they achieved unprecedented success in both weather prediction and nuclear weapons design, while
tackling, in their spare time, problems ranging from the evolution of viruses to the evolution of stars.
 
Dyson’s account, both historic and prophetic, sheds important new light on how the digital universe
exploded in the aftermath of World War II. The proliferation of both codes and machines was paralleled by
two historic developments: the decoding of self-replicating sequences in biology and the invention of the
hydrogen bomb. It’s no coincidence that the most destructive and the most constructive of human inventions
appeared at exactly the same time.
 
How did code take over the world? In retracing how Alan Turing’s one-dimensional model became John von
Neumann’s two-dimensional implementation, Turing’s Cathedral offers a series of provocative suggestions
as to where the digital universe, now fully three-dimensional, may be heading next.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

The book Turing's Cathedral: The Origins of the Digital Universe has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Deborah Brantley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Turing's Cathedral: The Origins of the Digital Universe your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The Turing's Cathedral: The Origins of the Digital Universe giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Armando McFarland:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Turing's Cathedral: The Origins of the
Digital Universe e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Turing's Cathedral: The Origins of the
Digital Universe as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Ricardo Hayward:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be learn. Turing's
Cathedral: The Origins of the Digital Universe can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have
those short time problems.
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