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"The guidance to be found within these covers reflects the author's inspired ability as a teacher and artist of
the highest magnitude. It is probably the finest book on the subject of drawing the human form that I have
ever seen." — Irving Shapiro, A.W.S., Director, American Academy of Art
This unique guide offers a bold, innovative approach to drawing from life. Instead of teaching the traditional
method of building up a drawing from lines, leaving mass and tone till later, noted art instructor Douglas R.
Graves takes precisely the opposite tack. The student is encouraged to begin seeing and thinking in terms of
tonal masses immediately. This approach enables students to draw quickly and accurately without the need
for a line drawing first. The author compares it to learning to "paint" with charcoal.
Step-by-step demonstrations and over 200 of the author's own drawings offer inspiration and practical
guidance in the technique. You'll learn how to "see" tonal quality, how to key a drawing, how to translate
color into black and white, and valuable techniques for keeping the figure from looking "stiff." Other topics
include the role of alignment in achieving proper proportions, foreshortening, male and female figure
distinctions, the use of modeling to achieve added dimension, drawing the face, positioning the figure, and
many other aspects of life drawing.
For students of drawing — beginner to expert — this book is an invaluable guide not just to drawing from
life but to the essential principles of observation, composition, and draftsmanship that underlie all successful
drawing and painting. It belongs in the library of every artist. For this edition, the author has revised previous
chapters and added a new one on "Different Modes of Charcoal."
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From reader reviews:

Edward Tuttle:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Life Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art Instruction).

Irving Brehm:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Life Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art Instruction) book is readable simply
by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Life
Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art Instruction) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Life Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art Instruction) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Kristen Wright:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Life Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art
Instruction) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tammie Turman:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is actually Life Drawing in Charcoal (Dover Art Instruction). This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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