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The plight of religious minorities in the Middle East is often attributed to the failure of secularism to take
root in the region. Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges this assessment by examining four
cornerstones of secularism—political and civil equality, minority rights, religious freedom, and the legal
separation of private and public domains.

Drawing on her extensive fieldwork in Egypt with Coptic Orthodox Christians and Bahais—religious
minorities in a predominantly Muslim country—Saba Mahmood shows how modern secular governance has
exacerbated religious tensions and inequalities rather than reduced them. Tracing the historical career of
secular legal concepts in the colonial and postcolonial Middle East, she explores how contradictions at the
very heart of political secularism have aggravated and amplified existing forms of Islamic hierarchy,
bringing minority relations in Egypt to a new historical impasse. Through a close examination of Egyptian
court cases and constitutional debates about minority rights, conflicts around family law, and controversies
over freedom of expression, Mahmood invites us to reflect on the entwined histories of secularism in the
Middle East and Europe.

A provocative work of scholarship, Religious Difference in a Secular Age challenges us to rethink the
promise and limits of the secular ideal of religious equality.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Breedlove:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Steven Cordell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A
Minority Report reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Religious
Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Raymond Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Religious Difference in a Secular
Age: A Minority Report can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Eliza Gold:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Religious Difference in a Secular Age: A Minority Report. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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