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What induces groups to commit political suicide? This book explores the decisions to surrender power and to
legitimate this surrender: collective abdications. Commonsensical explanations impute such actions to
coercive pressures, actors’ miscalculations, or their contamination by ideologies at odds with group interests.
Ivan Ermakoff argues that these explanations are either incomplete or misleading. Focusing on two
paradigmatic cases of voluntary and unconditional surrender of power—the passing of an enabling bill
granting Hitler the right to amend the Weimar constitution without parliamentary supervision (March 1933),
and the transfer of full executive, legislative, and constitutional powers to Marshal Pétain (Vichy, France,
July 1940)—Ruling Oneself Out recasts abdication as the outcome of a process of collective alignment.

Ermakoff distinguishes several mechanisms of alignment in troubled and uncertain times and assesses their
significance through a fine-grained examination of actors’ beliefs, shifts in perceptions, and subjective states.
To this end, he draws on the analytical and methodological resources of perspectives that usually stand apart:
primary historical research, formal decision theory, the phenomenology of group processes, quantitative
analyses, and the hermeneutics of testimonies. In elaborating this dialogue across disciplinary boundaries,
Ruling Oneself Out restores the complexity and indeterminate character of pivotal collective decisions and
demonstrates that an in-depth historical exploration can lay bare processes of crucial importance for
understanding the formation of political preferences, the paradox of self-deception, and the makeup of
historical events as highly consequential.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of
Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or suited book with you?

Jimmy Dietz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of
Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective
Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) become your starter.

Elizabeth Branch:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective
Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications
(Politics, History, and Culture) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Alicia Romero:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore this Ruling Oneself Out: A Theory of Collective Abdications (Politics, History, and Culture) can
make you sense more interested to read.
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