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This is a comprehensive interpretive history of Russia from the defeat of Napoleon to the eve of World War
I. It is the first such work by a post-Soviet Russian scholar to appear in English. Drawing on the latest
Russian and Western historical scholarship, Alexander Polunov examines the decay of the two central
institutions of tsarist Russia: serfdom and autocracy. Polunov explains how the major social groups - the
gentry, merchants, petty townspeople, peasants, and ethnic minorities - reacted to the Great Reforms, and
why, despite the emergence of a civil society and capitalist institutions, a reformist, evolutionary path did not
become an alternative to the Revolution of 1917. He provides detailed portraits of many tsarist bureaucrats
and political reformers, complete with quotations from their writings, to explain how the principle of
autocracy, although significantly weakened by the Great Reforms in mid-century, reasserted itself under the
last two emperors. Polunov stresses the relevance, for Russians in the post-Soviet period, of issues that
remained unresolved in the pre-Revolutionary period, such as the question of private property in land and the
relationship between state regulation and private initiative in the economy.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Sanders:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Russia in the Nineteenth
Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-
1914 (New Russian History). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Leroy Mallett:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This reserve Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and
Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Milan Allen:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Russia in the Nineteenth Century:
Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914
(New Russian History) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change,
1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Paula Lauria:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching
from it. It is known as of book Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change,



1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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