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In the late 1960s, Indian families in Minneapolis and St. Paul were under siege. Clyde Bellecourt remembers,
“We were losing our children during this time; juvenile courts were sweeping our children up, and they were
fostering them out, and sometimes whole families were being broken up.” In 1972, motivated by prejudice in
the child welfare system and hostility in the public schools, American Indian Movement (AIM) organizers
and local Native parents came together to start their own community school. For Pat Bellanger, it was about
cultural survival. Though established in a moment of crisis, the school fulfilled a goal that she had worked
toward for years: to create an educational system that would enable Native children “never to forget who
they were.”

While AIM is best known for its national protests and political demands, the survival schools foreground the
movement’s local and regional engagement with issues of language, culture, spirituality, and identity. In
telling of the evolution and impact of the Heart of the Earth school in Minneapolis and the Red School House
in St. Paul, Julie L. Davis explains how the survival schools emerged out of AIM’s local activism in
education, child welfare, and juvenile justice and its efforts to achieve self-determination over urban Indian
institutions. The schools provided informal, supportive, culturally relevant learning environments for
students who had struggled in the public schools. Survival school classes, for example, were often conducted
with students and instructors seated together in a circle, which signified the concept of mutual human
respect. Davis reveals how the survival schools contributed to the global movement for Indigenous
decolonization as they helped Indian youth and their families to reclaim their cultural identities and build a
distinctive Native community.

The story of these schools, unfolding here through the voices of activists, teachers, parents, and students, is
also an in-depth history of AIM’s founding and early community organizing in the Twin Cities—and
evidence of its long-term effect on Indian people’s lives.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community
Education in the Twin Cities. Try to face the book Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and
Community Education in the Twin Cities as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Angela Latham:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement
and Community Education in the Twin Cities will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or
reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Ryan Strausbaugh:

This Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities book
is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Survival Schools: The American Indian
Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Survival Schools: The American Indian
Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Eric Kinlaw:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Survival Schools: The American Indian



Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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