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The behind-the-scenes story of the world's most famous palace, painting a picture of the way its residents
truly lived and examining the palace's legacy, from French history through today

The story of Versailles is one of historical drama, under the last three kings of France's old regime, mixed
with the high camp and glamour of the European courts, all in an iconic home for the French arts. The palace
itself has been radically altered since 1789, and the court was long ago swept away. Versailles sets out to
rediscover what is now a vanished world: a great center of power, seat of royal government, and, for
thousands, a home both grand and squalid, bound by social codes almost incomprehensible to us today.

Using eyewitness testimony as well as the latest historical research, Spawforth offers the first full account of
Versailles in English in over thirty years. Blowing away the myths of Versailles, he analyses afresh the
politics behind the Sun King's construction of the palace and shows how Versailles worked as the seat of a
royal court. He probes the conventional picture of a "perpetual house party" of courtiers and gives full weight
to the darker side: not just the mounting discomfort of the aging buildings but also the intrigue and status
anxiety of its aristocrats. The book brings out clearly the fateful consequences for the French monarchy of its
relocation to Versailles and also examines the changing place of Versailles in France's national identity since
1789.

Many books have told the stories of the royals and artists living in Versailles, but this is the first to turn its
focus on the palace itself---from architecture and politics to scandal and restoration.
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From reader reviews:

Edna McArdle:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Versailles: A Biography of a Palace is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Hazel Park:

The guide untitled Versailles: A Biography of a Palace is the book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of Versailles: A Biography of a Palace from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Sharon Brogdon:

This Versailles: A Biography of a Palace is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Versailles: A
Biography of a Palace in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Ann Reiter:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Versailles: A Biography of a Palace can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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