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How is it that in the twentieth century virtually all Americans came to think of themselves as “middle class”?
In this cultural history of real estate brokerage, Jeffrey M. Hornstein argues that the rise of the Realtors as
dealers in both domestic space and the ideology of home ownership provides tremendous insight into this
critical question. At the dawn of the twentieth century, a group of prominent real estate brokers attempted to
transform their occupation into a profession. Drawing on traditional notions of the learned professions, they
developed a new identity—the professional entrepreneur—and a brand name, “Realtor.” The Realtors
worked doggedly to make home ownership a central element of what became known as the “American
dream.” Hornstein analyzes the internal evolution of the occupation, particularly the gender dynamics
culminating in the rise of women brokers to predominance after the Second World War. At the same time, he
examines the ways organized real estate brokers influenced American housing policy throughout the century.

Hornstein draws on trade journals, government documents on housing policy, material from the archives of
the National Association of Realtors and local real estate boards, demographic data, and fictional accounts of
real estate agents. He chronicles the early efforts of real estate brokers to establish their profession by
creating local and national boards, business practices, ethical codes, and educational programs and by
working to influence laws from local zoning ordinances to national housing policy. A rich and original work
of American history, A Nation of Realtors® illuminates class, gender, and business through a look at the
development of a profession and its enormously successful effort to make the owner-occupied, single-family
home a key element of twentieth-century American identity.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

The book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class
(Radical Perspectives) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural
History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives) for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a publication A Nation of Realtors®: A
Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Arnulfo Walls:

This A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical
Perspectives) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular A
Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical
Perspectives) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American
Middle Class (Radical Perspectives) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Nation of
Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives)
having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name A Nation of
Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical Perspectives)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled A
Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical
Perspectives)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Alexander Ray:

The book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class
(Radical Perspectives) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The
book A Nation of Realtors®: A Cultural History of the Twentieth-Century American Middle Class (Radical
Perspectives) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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