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This remarkable book—the fruit of almost two decades of study—traces in compelling fashion the changes
in Western attitudes toward death and dying from the earliest Christian times to the present day. A truly
landmark study, The Hour of Our Death reveals a pattern of gradually developing evolutionary stages in our
perceptions of life in relation to death, each stage representing a virtual redefinition of human nature.

Starting at the very foundations of Western culture, the eminent historian Phillipe Ariès shows how, from
Graeco-Roman times through the first ten centuries of the Common Era, death was too common to be
frightening; each life was quietly subordinated to the community, which paid its respects and then moved on.
Ariès identifies the first major shift in attitude with the turn of the eleventh century when a sense of
individuality began to rise and with it, profound consequences: death no longer meant merely the weakening
of community, but rather the destruction of self. Hence the growing fear of the afterlife, new conceptions of
the Last Judgment, and the first attempts (by Masses and other rituals) to guarantee a better life in the next
world. In the 1500s attention shifted from the demise of the self to that of the loved one (as family supplants
community), and by the nineteenth century death comes to be viewed as simply a staging post toward
reunion in the hereafter. Finally, Ariès shows why death has become such an unendurable truth in our own
century—how it has been nearly banished from our daily lives—and points out what may be done to “re-
tame” this secret terror.

The richness of Ariès's source material and investigative work is breathtaking. While exploring everything
from churches, religious rituals, and graveyards (with their often macabre headstones and monuments), to
wills and testaments, love letters, literature, paintings, diaries, town plans, crime and sanitation reports, and
grave robbing complaints, Aries ranges across Europe to Russia on the one hand and to England and
America on the other. As he sorts out the tangled mysteries of our accumulated terrors and beliefs, we come
to understand the history—indeed the pathology—of our intellectual and psychological tensions in the face
of death.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Here thing why that The Hour of Our Death are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Hour of Our Death giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no book that similar with The Hour of Our Death. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Hour of Our Death in e-book can be your option.

Stephanie Matias:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Hour of
Our Death suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled The Hour of Our Deathis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Clara Demoss:

The actual book The Hour of Our Death will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book The Hour of Our Death is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Pedro Gonzales:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Hour of Our Death or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping
them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Hour of
Our Death to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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