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Written from a strikingly fresh perspective, this new account of the Boston Tea Party and the origins of the
American Revolution shows how a lethal blend of politics, personalities, and economics led to a war that few
people welcomed but nobody could prevent.  

In this powerful but fair-minded narrative, British author Nick Bunker tells the story of the last three years
of mutual embitterment that preceded the outbreak of America’s war for independence in 1775. It was a
tragedy of errors, in which both sides shared responsibility for a conflict that cost the lives of at least twenty
thousand Britons and a still larger number of Americans. The British and the colonists failed to see how
swiftly they were drifting toward violence until the process had gone beyond the point of no return.

At the heart of the book lies the Boston Tea Party, an event that arose from fundamental flaws in the way the
British managed their affairs. By the early 1770s, Great Britain had become a nation addicted to financial
speculation, led by a political elite beset by internal rivalry and increasingly baffled by a changing world.
When the East India Company came close to collapse, it patched together a rescue plan whose disastrous
side effect was the destruction of the tea.

With lawyers in London calling the Tea Party treason, and with hawks in Parliament crying out for revenge,
the British opted for punitive reprisals without foreseeing the resistance they would arouse. For their part,
Americans underestimated Britain’s determination not to give way. By the late summer of 1774, when the
rebels in New England began to arm themselves, the descent into war had become irreversible. 
           

Drawing on careful study of primary sources from Britain and the United States, An Empire on the
Edge sheds new light on the Tea Party’s origins and on the roles of such familiar characters as Benjamin
Franklin, John Hancock, and Thomas Hutchinson. The book shows how the king’s chief minister, Lord
North, found himself driven down the road to bloodshed. At his side was Lord Dartmouth, the colonial
secretary, an evangelical Christian renowned for his benevolence. In a story filled with painful ironies,
perhaps the saddest was this: that Dartmouth, a man who loved peace, had to write the dispatch that sent the
British army out to fight.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular An
Empire on the Edge: How Britain Came to Fight America to read.

Dolores Schreiber:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this An
Empire on the Edge: How Britain Came to Fight America, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Patty Scheuerman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide An Empire on the Edge: How Britain Came to Fight America was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Joseph Levis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the An Empire on the Edge: How Britain Came to Fight America when you
needed it?
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