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Following the publication of C. S. Holling's seminal work on the relationship between animal body mass
patterns and scale-specific landscape structure, ecologists began to explore the theoretical and applied
consequences of discontinuities in ecosystems and other complex systems. Are ecosystems and their
components continuously distributed and do they adhere to scaling laws, or are they discontinuous and more
complex than early models would have us believe? The resulting propositions over the structure of complex
systems sparked an ongoing debate regarding the mechanisms generating discontinuities and the statistical
methods used for their detection.

This volume takes the view that ecosystems and other complex systems are inherently discontinuous and that
such fields as ecology, economics, and urban studies greatly benefit from this paradigm shift. Contributors
present evidence of the ubiquity of discontinuous distributions in ecological and social systems and how their
analysis provides insight into complex phenomena. The book is divided into three sections. The first focuses
on background material and contrasting views concerning the discontinuous organization of complex
systems. The second discusses discontinuous patterns detected in a number of different systems and methods
for detecting them, and the third touches on the potential significance of discontinuities in complex systems.
Science is still dominated by a focus on power laws, but the contributors to this volume are convinced power
laws often mask the interesting dynamics of systems and that those dynamics are best revealed by
investigating deviations from assumed power law distributions.

In 2008, a grand conference on resilience was held in Stockholm, hosting 600 participants from around the
world. There are now three big centers established with resilience, the most recent one being the Stockholm
Resilience Center, with others in Australia (an international coral reef center), Arizona State University's
new sustainability center focusing on anthropology, and Canada's emerging social sciences and resilience
center. Activity continues to flourish in Alaska, South Africa, and the Untied Kingdom, and a new center is
forming in Uruguay.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Discontinuities in Ecosystems
and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) book as starter and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Arthur Pineda:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) giving you a different experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Juan Dishon:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Discontinuities in Ecosystems and
Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Micah Clark:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological
Systems). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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