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This lively book traces the development of American conservatism from Alexander Hamilton, John Adams,
and Daniel Webster, through Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, and Herbert Hoover, to William F.
Buckley, Jr., Ronald Reagan, and William Kristol. Conservatism has assumed a variety of forms, historian
Patrick Allitt argues, because it has been chiefly reactive, responding to perceived threats and challenges at
different moments in the nation’s history.

While few Americans described themselves as conservatives before the 1930s, certain groups, beginning
with the Federalists in the 1790s, can reasonably be thought of in that way. The book discusses changing
ideas about what ought to be conserved, and why. Conservatives sometimes favored but at other times
opposed a strong central government, sometimes criticized free-market capitalism but at other times
supported it. Some denigrated democracy while others championed it. Core elements, however, have
connected thinkers in a specifically American conservative tradition, in particular a skepticism about human
equality and fears for the survival of civilization. Allitt brings the story of that tradition to the end of the
twentieth century, examining how conservatives rose to dominance during the Cold War. Throughout the
book he offers original insights into the connections between the development of conservatism and the larger
history of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

The book The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American History make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American History to be your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a book The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities
Throughout American History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Laura Clark:

The book untitled The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American History is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout
American History from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Nicholas Sheen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Conservatives: Ideas and
Personalities Throughout American History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout
American History become your own starter.

David Baker:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities
Throughout American History. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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