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'Conspicuous consumption of valuable goods is a means of reputability to the gentleman of leisure.'

In The Theory of the Leisure Class Thorstein Veblen sets out 'to discuss the place and value of the leisure
class as an economic factor in modern life'. In so doing he produced a landmark study of affluent American
society that exposes, with brilliant ruthlessness, the habits of production and waste that link invidious
business tactics and barbaric social behaviour. Veblen's analysis of the evolutionary process sees greed as the
overriding motive in the modern economy; with an
impartial gaze he examines the human cost paid when social institutions exploit the consumption of
unessential goods for the sake of personal profit. Fashion, beauty, animals, sports, the home, the clergy,
scholars - all are assessed for their true usefulness and found wanting. The targets of Veblen's
coruscating satire are as evident today as they were a century ago, and his book still has the power to shock
and enlighten. Veblen's uncompromising arguments and the influential literary force of his writing are
assessed in Martha Banta's Introduction.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics), you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-
book.

Mildred Bostwick:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and also soon. The The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Jennifer Crawford:

Beside this kind of The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's Classics) because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as
well as read it from today!

Lewis Shafer:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford World's
Classics). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be



precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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