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An ordinary eighteenth-century New England woman, Hannah Heaton left an extraordinary document as her
legacy. Over a period of 40 years, from the Great Awakening through the Revolutionary War, this farm wife
and mother kept a diary recounting her experiences. Now published for the first time, Heaton's diary offers
an unparalleled revelation of one American woman's experience of the birth of the nation.

Much of her diary records Heaton's spiritual struggles, beginning with her conversion during the Great
Awakening and her separation from the established Congregational church. Pious by nature, she recalls her
childhood fears of the devil, who at night tempted her away from prayer and told her in a whisper to hang
herself. Deeply concerned over her own salvation and that of those she loved, Heaton found comfort in the
act of writing, feeling that such self-examination brought her closer to God.

Hannah Heaton was devoutly religious and intensely self-aware. Spiritually isolated from her husband and
children, and often at odds with her neighbors and church community, she found solace in her journal, which
was at times her only friend. She loved her husband deeply, but nonetheless regretted marrying a nonbeliever
and yearned for him to become a true spiritual partner. He tolerated her religious convictions but
occasionally grew frustrated and even hid her spectacles so that she could not read the Bible.

A staunch patriot, Heaton carefully recorded her impressions of the Revolutionary War. Believing the fight
for independence was part of God's plan, Heaton, who before the war had scarcely taken note of the political
world around her, began to write at length about imperial policy and military engagements. As she wrote of
the national struggles, however, she remained equally interested in the intricate details of her own private
life: her relationships with kinfolk and neighbors, her domestic struggles, and her personal experiences with
disease and death. Heaton's unabridged diary, edited and annotated by Barbara E. Lacey, is an extraordinarily
valuable source for scholars and students of colonial history, women's studies, and religion in America.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Bailey:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an
Eighteenth-Century New England Farm Woman why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Leesa Banta:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an Eighteenth-Century New England Farm Woman
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Brett Nash:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an
Eighteenth-Century New England Farm Woman can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an Eighteenth-Century New England Farm
Woman.

Connie Nixon:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The World of Hannah Heaton: The Diary of an Eighteenth-Century New
England Farm Woman was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know



how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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