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Preeminent Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro shows how the tumultuous events in England in 1606
affected Shakespeare and shaped the three great tragedies he wrote that year—King Lear, Macbeth, and
Antony and Cleopatra.

In the years leading up to 1606, since the death of Queen Elizabeth and the arrival in England of her
successor, King James of Scotland, Shakespeare’s great productivity had ebbed, and it may have seemed to
some that his prolific genius was a thing of the past. But that year, at age forty-two, he found his footing
again, finishing a play he had begun the previous autumn—King Lear—then writing two other great
tragedies, Macbeth and Antony and Cleopatra.

It was a memorable year in England as well—and a grim one, in the aftermath of a terrorist plot conceived
by a small group of Catholic gentry that had been uncovered at the last hour. The foiled Gunpowder Plot
would have blown up the king and royal family along with the nation’s political and religious leadership.
The aborted plot renewed anti-Catholic sentiment and laid bare divisions in the kingdom.

It was against this background that Shakespeare finished Lear, a play about a divided kingdom, then wrote a
tragedy that turned on the murder of a Scottish king, Macbeth. He ended this astonishing year with a third
masterpiece no less steeped in current events and concerns: Antony and Cleopatra.

The Year of Lear sheds light on these three great tragedies by placing them in the context of their times,
while also allowing us greater insight into how Shakespeare was personally touched by such events as a
terrible outbreak of plague and growing religious divisions. For anyone interested in Shakespeare, this is an
indispensable book.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

The reserve with title The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Anthony Pisano:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before.
The The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lisa Gaither:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 can be your answer as it can be read by
you who have those short time problems.

Marlyn Melia:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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