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            In the Middle Ages Italy was occupied by a vast number of political communities, some large, others
very small, some self-governing, some under despotic rule. These small states were forever contending with
each other, often to the death, for independence, or increase of territory, or control of trade-routes, or
preponderance. They frequently grouped themselves in unstable alliance to meet some common peril or
gratify some common greed. And the domestic politics of Italy were further subject to perturbation, owing to
the presence of an authoritative and aspiring Papacy within her gates, and the temptations that the fair land
offered to the rapacity of the foreigner without.
            Several of the self-governing communities of Italy achieved imperishable lustre and distinction. The
eldest children of liberty, they became the mighty mothers of the art, the literature, the commerce, and the
civilization of the modern world. To each of the more illustrious of these republics detailed attention will be
given in due course. But their relations with surrounding communities were subject to protean
transformations and interpenetrating complexities that cannot be adequately comprehended without first
surveying the continuous development of the Peninsula as a whole—the higher unfolding of a process which
contained and conditioned the life of each individual state. That process begins with the period when the
progressive decay of the Roman world led to its disintegration, when Italy experienced successive shocks of
invasion by races of barbarians or semi-civilized peoples, some of whom settled on the disorganized land and
ruled it; it embraces the struggle of Pope, Lombard, and the Greek representatives of the Roman Empire for
supremacy; it includes the occupation of the fairest portion of the country by colonist-soldiers from
Mohammedan shores, and its subjugation by Norman adventurers from the fields of Cotentin; it proceeds to
the great struggle between the resuscitated empire in the grasp of German Caesars, and the illimitable
ambition of the spiritual sovereigns of Europe; it .concerns itself with the degeneracy of the Pontiff into an
Italian princelet, with the coalescence of the independent communes into larger states, with the foreign
interference which their quarrels caused them to evoke, and with the subjugation of the petty despotisms and
enfeebled republics of the Peninsula alike, by the unsuspected power of the great monarchies beyond the
Alps; it ends with the diversion and expansion of the main stream of European thought and life from Italy to
the North, carrying with it the precious and immortal results of the vigour and vitality of Italian character and
intellect…
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled A History of
the Italian Republics in the Middle Ages? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Coleman Jones:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book A History of the Italian
Republics in the Middle Ages. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Lawrence Elam:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled A History of the Italian Republics in the
Middle Ages can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

William Kavanaugh:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A
History of the Italian Republics in the Middle Ages which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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