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Today it is widely recognized that gay men played a prominent role in defining the culture of mid-twentieth-
century America, with such icons as Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber,
Montgomery Clift, and Rock Hudson defining much of what seemed distinctly "American" on the stage and
screen. Even though few gay artists were "out," their sexuality caused significant anxiety during a time of
rampant antihomosexual attitudes. Michael Sherry offers a sophisticated analysis of the tension between the
nation's simultaneous dependence on and fear of the cultural influence of gay artists.

Sherry places conspiracy theories about the "homintern" (homosexual international) taking control and
debasing American culture within the paranoia of the time that included anticommunism, anti-Semitism, and
racism. Gay artists, he argues, helped shape a lyrical, often nationalist version of American modernism that
served the nation's ambitions to create a cultural empire and win the Cold War. Their success made them
valuable to the country's cultural empire but also exposed them to rising antigay sentiment voiced even at the
highest levels of power (for example, by President Richard Nixon). Only late in the twentieth century, Sherry
concludes, did suspicion slowly give way to an uneasy accommodation of gay artists' place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy (Caravan Book). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important the book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy (Caravan Book). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Juana Rummel:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An
Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or ideal book with you?

Darrel Mason:

The book Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lawrence Wilson:

Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Gay
Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) yet doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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