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In Operation Iraqi Freedom, the Marine Corps’ ground campaign up the Tigris and Euphrates was notable for
speed and aggressiveness unparalleled in military history. Little has been written, however, of the air support
that guaranteed the drive’s success. Paving the way for the rush to Baghdad was “the hammer from
above”–in the form of attack helicopters, jet fighters, transport, and other support aircraft. Now a former
Marine fighter pilot shares the gripping never-before-told stories of the Marines who helped bring to an end
the regime of Saddam Hussein.

As Jay Stout reveals, the air war had actually been in the planning stages ever since the victory of Operation
Desert Storm, twelve years earlier. But when Operation Iraqi Freedom officially commenced on March 20,
2003, the Marine Corps entered the fight with an aviation arm at its smallest since before World War II. Still,
with the motto “Speed Equals Success,” the separate air and ground units acted as a team to get the job done.

Drawing on exclusive interviews with the men and women who flew the harrowing missions, Hammer from
Above reveals how pilots and their machines were tested to the limits of endurance, venturing well beyond
what they were trained and designed to do. Stout takes us into the cockpits, revealing what it was like to fly
these intense combat operations for up to eighteen hours at a time and to face incredible volumes of fire that
literally shredded aircraft in midair during battles like that over An Nasiriyah .

With its dynamic descriptions of perilous flights and bombing runs, Hammer from Above is a worthy tribute
to the men and women who flew and maintained the aircraft that so inspired their brothers in arms and
terrified the enemy.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Hammer
from Above: Marine Air Combat Over Iraq? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kevin Applegate:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you
busy person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Hammer from Above: Marine
Air Combat Over Iraq to read.

Victor Loy:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Hammer from Above: Marine Air Combat
Over Iraq why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Beverly McClendon:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Hammer from Above: Marine Air Combat Over Iraq can make you sense more
interested to read.
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