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Nothing to Fear brings to life a fulcrum moment in American history—the tense, feverish first one hundred
days of Franklin Delano Roosevelt's presidency, when he and his inner circle completely reinvented the role
of the federal government. When FDR took his oath of office in March 1933, more than 10,000 banks had
gone under following the Crash of 1929, a quarter of American workers were unemployed, and riots were
breaking out at garbage dumps as people fought over scraps of food. Before the hundred days, the federal
government was limited in scope and ambition; by the end, it had assumed an active responsibility for the
welfare of all of its citizens. Adam Cohen provides an illuminating group portrait of the five members of
FDR's inner circle who, more than any others, drove this unprecedented transformation. These five men and
women frequently pushed FDR to embrace more radical programs than he would have otherwise. FDR came
to the White House with few firm commitments about how to resolve this national crisis—as a politician he
was more pragmatic than ideological and, perhaps surprising given his New Deal legacy, a fiscal
conservative by nature. Instead, he relied heavily on his advisers and preferred when they had conflicting
views so that he could choose the best option among them. For this reason, he kept in close confidence both
Frances Perkins—a feminist before her time and the strongest advocate for social welfare programs—and
Lewis Douglas, an entrenched budget cutter who frequently clashed with the other members of FDR's
progressive inner circle. Rather than commit to a single solution or ideology, FDR favored a policy of "bold,
persistent experimentation." As a result, he presided over the most feverish period of government activity in
American history, one that gave birth to modern America. The political fault lines of this era—welfare,
government regulation, agriculture policy—remain with us today. Nothing to Fear is both a riveting narrative
account of the personal dynamics that shaped the heady hundred days and a character study of one of
America's defining leaders in a moment of crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

This Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner
Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America can be one of the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the
Hundred Days That Created Modern America giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Andrew Hall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Nothing to Fear:
FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America suitable to you? Often the book
was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the
Hundred Days That Created Modern Americais the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Andrea Lampkin:

This Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That
Created Modern America in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this reserve
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Melissa Broussard:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,



simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created Modern America provide
you with new experience in studying a book.
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