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Karen Alter's work on the European Court of Justice heralded a new level of sophistication in the political
analysis of the controversial institution, through its combination of legal understanding and active
engagement with theoretical questions. The European Court's Political Power assembles the most important
of Alter's articles written over a fourteen year span, adding an original new introduction and a conclusion
that takes an overview of the Court's
development and current concerns.

Together the articles provide insight into the historical and political contours of the ECJ's influence on
European politics, explaining how and why the impact of an institution can vary so greatly over time and
access different issues. The book starts with the European Coal and Steel Community, where the ECJ was
largely unable to facilitate greater member state respect for ECSC rules. Alter then shows how legal actors
orchestrated an activist transformation of the European legal system, with
the critical aid of jurist advocacy movements, and via the co-optation of national courts. The transformation
of the European legal system wrested control from member states over the meaning of European law, but the
ECJ continues to have varying influence across different issues. Alter explains that
the differing influence of the ECJ comes from the varied extent to which sub- and supra-national actors turn
to it to achieve political objectives.

Looking beyond the European experience, the book includes four chapters that put the ECJ into a
comparative perspective, examining the extent to which the ECJ experience is a unique harbinger of the
future role international courts may play in international and comparative politics.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The European Court's Political Power:
Selected Essays will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Audrey Thompson:

This The European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays is great reserve for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Katrina White:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The European Court's Political Power: Selected Essays provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Corey Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The European Court's Political Power: Selected
Essays can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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